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WELCOME TO INDIA
A rich feast for al l travel lers

A medley of colour, culture, and curry, with an enthusiastic 
sprinkling of chaos adding to the delicious melting pot awaiting 
you. 

We have been travelling to India, and the surrounding regions, 
for many years and love all things sub-continental. David is a 
great fan of exploring lesser travelled Northern India, particularly 
Leh and Ladakh, and the waterways of Kerala; Rose, on the 
other hand, is a Rajasthan fan, with a soft spot for Sri Lanka, 
and a softer spot for cricket. We both agree that it’s hard to 
beat a good North Indian – or Sri Lankan – curry!
 
Travel is a part of life, not a break from it, rather an integral part 
of our existence, and it deserves proper planning and careful 
preparation, which is why we created Forward Travel. We want 
to give you the best and most complete travel experience, 
combining our extensive knowledge in both travelling and 
planning with your interests to tailor make your very own 
journey. 

This allows you to savour the excitement as your holiday 
approaches and then enjoy every moment of it, safe in the 
knowledge that all the hard work has been done and you can 
simply relax and be amazed as India unfolds before you.

We really like combining various experiences so you can 
appreciate its diversity. Magnificent forts and palaces in 
romantic Rajasthan lead to remote desert camps. Luxurious 
rail journeys can be followed with gentle cruises along Kerala’s 
serene waterways. Untrodden paths forge trails through 
magnificent mountains to small villages somehow unaffected 
by the modern age, while the cacophony of chaos radiating 
through the cities, contrasts with the solemnity of the religious 
traditions.

We hope you will allow us to create your own Journey to Savour 
through these exotic lands, discovering the people, culture, 
tradition, history and legacy of India and its neighbouring 
wonderlands. With our passion, experience and meticulous 
planning, we promise to weave memories you will cherish 
forever. 

Our brochure is simply a short menu of the mesmerising beauty 
of the Indian subcontinent. The cultural splendours of India, 
the serenity of Bhutan, and green tea estates of Sri Lanka, are 
all waiting for you. We hope you enjoy it and look Forward to 
planning your journey soon.

Enjoy the read,
Rose and David
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OUR GOAL IS TO HELP YOU TRAVEL BETTER, TRAVEL FURTHER AND TRAVEL MORE.  
IF YOU THINK TRAVEL IS A PART OF LIFE, NOT JUST A BREAK FROM IT, YOU ARE A FORWARD TRAVELLER. 
YOU ARE THE REASON WE ARE HERE. 

WELCOME TO FORWARD TRAVEL 

Travel deserves proper planning and careful preparation and 
that is exactly what you can expect from the experienced team 
at Forward Travel. 

If your hope is to truly experience a destination not just pass 
through it, then you are a Forward Traveller. If your priority is to 
have it planned well so you can focus on enjoying where you 
are, then you are definitely one of us. 

We have been travelling the globe for more than half our 
lives and helping curious travellers for almost as long. We’ve 
journeyed far and wide enjoying the road less travelled 
in preference to the busy highway. We use our first hand 
knowledge to create the perfect journey, tailor made specifically 
and especially for you. 

TRAVEL BETTER is about giving you a fantastic experience 
while away. We’ll put the effort and energy into planning and 
organising your trip so you can fully focus on enjoying where 
you are, without having to take time out to plan the next step. 
Proper planning gives you a BETTER Holiday.

TRAVEL FURTHER is about going beyond the tourist trail.  
We’ll find places and activities to match your interests, taking 
you FURTHER, giving you better ‘dinner party’ stories.

TRAVEL FORWARD is our ultimate goal. We’ve had so many 
travellers praise us for informed, rewarding, and stress free 
travel, that we hope they continue to travel FORWARD. 

We do this by taking the time to get to know you, and by 
focussing on destinations and travel styles we know well. We 
work with you every step of the way to make your dream a 
reality. We have travelled as excited passengers, tour leaders and 
researchers, gaining great perspective to benefit our travellers.

This means we can offer informed and independent advice 
based upon your specific interests, time frame and budget.

We carefully choose everything - destinations, hotels, and travel 
partners so you are sure you will be well looked after.

Your journey starts from the moment of your first phone call 
to us or when you click the send button on an email. You’ll 
start your journey with us as a traveller. We look forward to 
welcoming you home as a friend.

We’re looking FORWARD to helping you start your journey.

 Rose and David,
Directors, Forward Travel

 Travel Better - Travel Further - Travel Forward

FORWARD PRICING

Most people convince a partner or friend to travel 
with them, so prices in the brochure are per person, 
based on two people travelling together and sharing 
accommodation. If you are looking for some solitude, 
we can plan a trip just for you. Most of our journeys 
are tailor made so can be adjusted according to your 
needs. We welcome larger groups and can often 
secure discounts for them. To keep things simple all 
the journeys in the brochure have common inclusions, 
carefully designed to remove stress and increase 
relaxation.

INCLUSIONS
  
• Arrival and departure transfers with English speaking 

driver in each location.
• All land transportation, from your arrival on day one 

through to departure on the final day.
• Good quality, well located accommodation, with 

private facilities and breakfast daily. Other meals are 
listed in each itinerary.

• Sightseeing tours are all private, with your own 
English-speaking guide.

• Entrance fees to featured sights are all included.
• 24 hour assistance by our trusted partners in each 

destination.

Prices shown are ‘from’ prices and are subject to availability and 
seasonal price increases. Prices are valid until the end of April 2017, 
or longer if specified. Please refer to our website for full terms and 
conditions.

*Please note that the Taj Mahal is closed on Fridays.

ABOUT THIS BROCHURE

We believe planning travel is like cooking, and what 
better analogy for the Indian Subcontinent! We choose 
the best ingredients and find creative ways to bring out 
the best possible flavours. These are journeys to tempt 
everyone’s ‘travel buds’, with a great selection of short 
trips (appetisers) and more in-depth journeys (main 
courses). When you come to see us we’ll find out how 
hungry you are, what flavours you like and whether you 
prefer ‘slow food’ or the quick pace of a stir-fry. 

Think of this brochure as your Forward Travel 
Subcontintental cookbook. Each ‘suggested’ journey is 
a recipe, which can easily be adjusted to suit your taste. 
It just needs you, the main ingredient, to decide how you 
like it.

Now you just need to sit down, maybe grab a snack or 
a beverage and prepare to tantalise your travel buds….

TRAVELLING FORWARD
All our journeys are customised for each person, so our style of 
travel is really your style.

We will discuss with you how you like to travel, including the 
type of accommodation and touring you prefer as well as how 
energetic you want to be. We can then make suggestions to 
reflect your preferences.

We like the value of 3.5 – 4 star hotels, but India (in particular) 
is also known for its fabulous palace and heritage hotels, so 
we’ll mix it up when suitable. And there’s also our Heritage of 
Rajasthan on page 13 where we only offer classic, heritage 
properties.

An English-speaking guide will meet you at the start of every tour 
and transfer you to your hotel. We include guided sightseeing to 
show you the wonders of your chosen destination, and there’s 
plenty of time for you to explore on your own. Our guides can 
give great insights into the history and culture – as well as 
introducing you to some fabulous restaurants the guide books 
may not know about. When it is time to move on you’ll be picked 
up and taken to the next exciting destination. We sometimes use 
local trains, instead of flying, but there will always be someone 
there to point you in the right direction, and to meet you at your 
destination.

This gives you maximum time to enjoy the journey without having 
to worry about the boring bits.

Rose, testing the pitch conditions in Bangalore during 
India v Australia test series in 2008.  
She has some amazing stories to share...
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SOME 
OF OUR 
FAVOURITE 
PLACES...
...TO ADD TO YOUR 
INGREDIENT LIST
PLUS THE AREAS WE VISIT 
[IN ORANGE ]

Kerala may well be the lungs that 

allow India to breathe. Glide along 

the peaceful, yet mesmerising 

backwaters, watching life go on and 

go by, and you’ll understand why it’s 

called God’s Country.

KERALA

Watch in awe as the Taj sparkles in 
the glittering rays of the morning sun, 
then step inside to see the intricate 
designs often described as a love 

poem written in marble.

TAJ MAHAL

A serene hill resort, filled with tea 

plantations and breathtaking views 

of the Himalayas, Darjeeling is the 

hidden jewel of West Bengal. 

DARJEELING

Richly blessed with towering rock 
fortresses and ancient cities, Sri 

Lanka tops the poll for most public 
holidays, and highest concentration 
of leopards. Surely reasons to visit.

SRI LANKA

Take the high road and you will find 

majestic mountains, and breathtaking 

scenery that will do just that. Known 

as Little Tibet, Leh is blessed with 

many Buddhist monasteries and 

ancient monuments. 

 LEH/LADAKH

Untouched by modernity, Bhutan 
is an ancient, spiritual land, where 

Buddhism prevails in all aspects, and 
locals live in harmony with nature and each other.

BHUTAN

COOKING TIME 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

FROM PRICE

SEASON

RECIPE 

INTERNAL FLIGHTS

KEY

TRAVELLING FORWARD 4-5

THE PLACES WE GO AND GETTING THERE 6-7

TASTY STOPOVERS 8

COMPLETE INDIA [22 DAYS] 9

RAJASTHAN

JEWELS OF RAJASTHAN [10 DAYS] 10

THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE [6 DAYS] 11

OSIAN CAMEL CAMP [3 DAYS] 11

ESSENTIAL RAJASTHAN [14 DAYS] 12

HERITAGE OF RAJASTHAN [15 DAYS] 13

COMPLETE  RAJASTHAN [19 DAYS] 14

INDIAN SPLENDOR ABOARD THE 
MAHRAJAH EXPRESS [8 DAYS]    15

NORTHERN INDIA

ESSENTIAL NORTH INDIA [11 DAYS] 16

COMPLETE NORTH INDIA [16 DAYS] 17

NORTH & WEST INDIA

HOLY HIMALAYA [11 DAYS] 18

TEXTILES AND WILDLIFE OF GUJARAT [11 DAYS] 19

AJANTA AND ELLORA CAVES [4 DAYS] 19

KASHMIR & LADAKH [14 DAYS] 20

SECRETS OF SIKKIM [10 DAYS] 21

SOUTH INDIA

SOUTHERN HIGHLIGHTS [11 DAYS] 22

SECRETS OF KERALA [10 DAYS] 23

WELLNESS IN INDIA 24

BHUTAN

COMPLETE BHUTAN [8 DAYS] 25

SRI LANKA

ESSENTIAL SRI LANKA [9 DAYS] 26

COMPLETE SRI LANKA [14 DAYS] 27

THE FORWARD MENUGETTING THERE

There are several options for flying from Australia to India, 
most of which have a stop in Asia on the way. You can fly into 
India and out of Nepal or Sri Lanka (or vice versa) so you can 
easily combine countries. Bhutan is accessible by air from both 
Nepal and India, and via Bangkok. Our close relationship with 
the airlines, and regular updates ensure we have great value 
airfares in both economy and business class.

WHEN TO GO

INDIA

 SUMMER: MARCH TO MAY
Things start getting hot in February, peaking in April at 
40C in the north and a humid 35C in the south. Summer is 
relentless, guaranteed to be hot, sunny and dry. Summer 
is perfect for visiting the mountains, and wildlife spotting 
as animals need to break shelter to find water. 

 MONSOONS: JUN-OCT
May signals the approaching monsoon, when humidity 
becomes excessive, and both thunder and dust storms 
roll in. By mid-July most of India is wet, with rain lingering 
in Kerala to November. Like most tropical rains it is not 
constant, but it is daily for short bursts. Ladakh’s a great 
monsoon destination, not much rain reaches there at all.

 WINTER: NOVEMBER TO FEBRUARY
Clouds clear as the monsoon ends with blue skies and 
tourists almost on queue. Temperatures become pleasant 
during the day and a jacket is handy in the evening. It’s a 
great time to visit all the places too hot in summer, although 
they are now quite crowded with tourists

NEPAL & BHUTAN
The best time to travel is from October to March. Whilst 
December & January are cold months, they also offer stunning 
views of Himalayan peaks. Being a mountainous country, 
morning and night temperatures drop significantly, even 
though the day may be warm and pleasant.

SRI LANKA
Monsoons occur May to July in the south west and December 
to January in the north east of the country. Rain is usually 
short with heavy showers rather than prolonged rain, allowing 
sightseeing to continue with short breaks. The highlands remain 
cool throughout the year and temperatures elsewhere hover 
around late twenties to early thirties throughout the year making 
November to April a good time to travel around the country.

FESTIVALS
India, the land of colour and celebrations, is a rich country 
exuberating festivities 365 days a year! The large population, 
geographic and cultural variety, and the number of religions 
practiced by the people of India, makes every day an occasion 
and a reason to celebrate. Wherever you are in India, you will 
never be far from festivities! Ask us for our calendar of festivals 
to help you plan your trip.
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DELHI

3 DAYS

Delhi is India’s most significant historical 
city. Here you’ll find ancient and modern, 
old and new in constant juxtaposition – not 
only in the remains of a succession of 
empires, but also in modern traditions and 
lifestyles. By the middle of the 14th century 
it had been a capital city no less than five 
times and in 1911, under the British, it 
again became the capital of India. In both 
Old and New Delhi you’ll enjoy a glimpse 
of the city’s long and fascinating history.

DAY 1. Arrive Delhi, transfer to your hotel.

DAY 2. See all the highlights in Old and 
New Delhi, including the Jama Masjid, 
Chandni Chowk, the Qutb Minar, India 
Gate, Parliament Buildings and the 
President’s House. Dine tonight in a private 
home. (B,D)

DAY 3. Transfer to the airport. (B)

If Delhi is India’s most significant historical 
city, Mumbai is its nemesis. Formerly named 
Bombay, Mumbai is bursting with energy, it 
is India’s most important commercial and 
industrial centre – and home to Bollywood, 
producing more films each year than any 
other city in the world. It is a melting pot 
of all things Indian and there is much 
to see and do. While here, you’ll enjoy 
a fascinating glimpse into the life of the 
‘dabbawallah’ – the unique home delivered 
daily tiffin service.

DAY 1. Arrive Mumbai, transfer to your hotel.

DAY 2. Enjoy a morning tour to the ancient 
Elephanta Caves. At lunchtime watch over 
4000 dabbawallahs in action as they collect 
and deliver 175,000 lunch boxes. Later tour 
the city highlights. (B)

DAY 3. Transfer to the airport. (B)

∙	 TOUR	OLD	&	NEW	DELHI
∙	 HOME	HOSTED	DINNER	

DEPARTS DAILY

HOTEL OCT 
–APR

MAY 
–SEP

COLONEL’S RETREAT $368 $310
MANOR $472 $410
IMPERIAL $920 $860

[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

Kolkata (formerly Calcutta), is the self-
proclaimed intellectual nexus of India 
and the capital of West Bengal province. 
It is a fascinating city, noisy, chaotic and 
politically charged with a longstanding 
Marxist governance. Founded in 1690 
by Job Charnock, an agent of the East 
India Company, it became in 1776 the 
headquarters of the British administration 
in India. Today it is one of India’s most 
lively cities and a wonderful place to 
explore.

DAY 1. Arrive Kolkata, transfer to your hotel.

DAY 2. Full day tour of the historic centre. 
Take a tramride to the famous book market 
and see the religious idols market. Enjoy a 
typical Bengali lunch. (B,L)

DAY 3. Transfer to the airport. (B)

MUMBAI KOLKATA

ITINERARY ITINERARY ITINERARY

TASTY STOPOVERS

A fascinating mix of old and new in 
constant juxtaposition

3 DAYS

∙	 CITY	TOUR
∙	 SEE	DABBAWALLAHS	AT	WORK

DEPARTS DAILY

HOTEL OCT 
-APR 

MAY 
-SEP 

TRIDENT NARIMAN 
POINT

$607 $579

TAJ MAHAL PALACE $810 $780

[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

Be overwhelmed by this  
paradoxical capital

3 DAYS

∙	 CITY	TOUR
∙	 TYPICAL	BENGALI	LUNCH	

DEPARTS DAILY

HOTEL OCT 
-APR

MAY 
-SEP 

THE PARK $515  $430

[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

The intellectual and literary 
capital of India

DAY 1. Arrive Delhi and transfer to your hotel.

DAY 2. Enjoy a full day tour of Old and New 
Delhi. (B)

DAY 3. Drive to Jaipur. In the evening visit the 
extensive night markets and workshops. (B)

DAY 4. Visit the flower and vegetable markets 
and continue to Amber Fort. In the afternoon 
see the Hawa Mahal, visit the City Palace 
Museum and the Jantar Mantar observatory. 
(B)

DAY 5. Drive east to Akbar’s deserted capital, 
at Fatehpur Sikri, and continue to Agra for the 
night. (B)

DAY 6. The Taj Mahal is at its best in the 
morning light. Enjoy a comprehensive tour of 
this celebrated monument and later visit the 
beautiful Agra Fort. (B)

DAY 7. Take the morning express train to Jhansi 
and then drive to Orchha, a medieval riverside 
town noted for its palaces and temples. 
Continue to Khajuraho for the night. (B)

DAY 8. Visit the famous temples, built by the 
Chandela kings between 950 and 1050AD. 
Later, fly to Varanasi and enjoy an evening 
rickshaw ride to the ghats, witnessing the Aarti 

ceremony at Dasaswamedh Ghat. (B)
DAY 9. Enjoy an early morning boatride on the 
Ganges followed by a guided walk through 
the old quarter. Later visit Bharat Mata (Mother 
Temple) before a visit to nearby Sarnath, where 
Lord Buddha gave his first sermon. (B)

DAY 10. Fly to Mumbai (Bombay), where the 
afternoon is at leisure. (B)

DAY 11. This morning visit the rock-cut temples 
at Elephanta. Later tour the city, including the 
Gateway of India, Victoria Terminus, Prince of 
Wales Museum and Gandhi Museum. (B)

DAY 12. Fly to Cochin where the rest of the day 
is at leisure. (B)

DAY 13. Guided walk of the old centre seeing 
the major highlights and the famous Chinese 
fishing nets. (B)

DAY 14. Drive south to Alleppey and cruise the 
backwaters to Philipkutty’s Farm where you 
stay as guests of the family. Afternoon tour of 
the estate. (BLD)

DAY 15. Drive to Periyar. Afternoon visit to a 
Spice Plantation. (B)

DAY 16. Morning nature walk in Periyar National 
Park. Afternoon drive to Madurai. Evening at 

leisure to explore. (B)
DAY 17. Enjoy a guided tour of this amazing 
city, including the celebrated Meenakshi 
Temple, with its massive and highly decorated 
gopuram. (B)

DAY 18. Drive to Tiruchirappalli (Trichy) for a 
visit and continue to Tanjore. Afternoon visit to 
Brihadeshwara Temple, the crowning glory of 
Chola Temple architecture. (B)

DAY 19. Drive to Pondicherry, a gorgeous 
colonial French town. Evening at leisure to 
explore the old town centre. (B)

DAY 20. Visit the international community at 
Auroville, a unique experiment in human unity 
founded in 1968.  Return to Pondicherry for the 
night. (B)

DAY 21. A short drive to Chennai (Madras), 
visiting the wonderful temple town of 
Mahabalipuram enroute. (B)

DAY 22. Enjoy a morning tour of Chennai 
including the 17th century Fort St. George and 
St. Mary’s Church. Later you are transferred to 
the airport for your onward flight. (B)

COMPLETE INDIA    
ITINERARY

∙	 DELHI,	AGRA	AND	JAIPUR
∙	 KHAJURAHO	AND	VARANASI
∙	 HISTORIC	COCHIN
∙	 PRIVATE	FARMSTAY	IN	THE	

BACKWATERS
∙	 COLONIAL	PONDICHERRY
∙	 MADURAI	AND	MADRAS

LATE OCT-MID MAR

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT – APR $6,245 $5,461

MAY – SEP $5,078 $4,304
[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]
ASK US ABOUT WAYS TO PERSONALISE 
THIS TRIP FOR YOU

$450

22 DAYS

It would be hard to put 
together a better three-
week tour of India. This 
has it all, giving you a 
taste of all that India has 
to offer.
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RAJASTHAN

∙	 OLD	&	NEW	DELHI
∙	 THE	IMMORTAL	TAJ	MAHAL
∙	 JAIPUR,	JODHPUR	AND	UDAIPUR

LATE OCT-MID MAR

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT – APR $2,608 $2,294

MAY – SEP $2,049 $1,725
[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

ASK US ABOUT WAYS TO PERSONALISE THIS 
TRIP FOR YOU

$150

JEWELS OF RAJASTHAN

THE DESERT STATE OF RAJASTHAN IS THE 
LAST PLACE YOU WOULD ASSOCIATE WITH 
PALACES SHIMMERING ON IDYLLIC LAKES, 
ANCIENT FORTS OF STUNNING ARTISTRY, OR 
TEMPLES CARVED FROM WHITE MARBLE – BUT 
THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT YOU’LL FIND. 

Against this architectural cyclorama are some 
of India’s most colourful people, including 
brightly turbaned men with expansive 
moustaches and women whose beauty is 
legendary.

Rajasthan is a dry area, so milk, curd, butter 
and cream are often used instead of water. 
Popular dishes therefore, are often braised 
in milk or a combination of milk and curd. 
Breads (chapatti, naan etc) are widely 
available.

DAY 1. Upon arrival at Delhi Airport you 
are met and transferred to your hotel. The 
rest of the day is at leisure.

DAY 2. Discover Old and New Delhi today. 
Visit the Jama Masjid, Chandni Chowk, 
Qutb Minar and the Gurudwara Bangla 
Sahib Sikh Temple. You’ll also see the 
India Gate, Parliament Buildings and the 
President’s House. (B)

DAY 3. Drive south to Agra. In the 
afternoon visit Agra Fort and continue to 
the immortal Taj Mahal. If you wish, you 
can stay for the sunset. (B)

DAY 4. Southwest of Agra are the ruins of 
Akbar’s imperial capital at Fatehpur Sikri. 
Stop for a visit and continue to Jaipur. 
In the evening enjoy a stroll through the 
night bazaar. (B)

DAY 5. This morning visit the flower and 
vegetable markets and then continue 
to Amber Fort. In the afternoon see the 
Hawa Mahal, explore the excellent City 
Palace Museum and visit Jantar Mantar 
observatory. (B)

DAY 6. Drive to Jodhpur, often referred as 
the ‘blue city’ of Rajasthan. (B)

DAY 7. Visit Meherengarh Fort, which 
dominates the city. Later, there’s time to 
explore the bazaar. (B)

DAY 8. Drive south to Udaipur, stopping 
enroute to visit the white temple complex 
at Ranakpur. (B)

DAY 9. In Udaipur visit the splendid City 
Palace, Jaqdish Temple and the gardens 
of Saheliyon-Ki-Bari. The afternoon is at 
leisure. (B)

DAY 10. The morning is free in Udaipur. 
Later, fly back to Delhi, where your tour 
ends. (B)

Rajasthan is India’s most 
popular destination and it’s 
easy to see why.

10 DAYS

Nov – Feb » It’s peak season

Oct & Mar » Still very pleasant

Apr – Jun » Very hot

Jul – Sep » Monsoon so best avoided

LAAL MAAS: Meat with chillies

SAFED MAAS: Chicken braised in a milk/
cream gravy

THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE  6 DAYS

DAY 1. Afternoon arrival at village 
of Bikamkor, 2 hrs from Jodhpur. 
Met by Safari staff and Camel riders 
to start the 2hr camel ride to the 
exclusive mobile camp set up in 
the Dabdi dunes. Arrive in time for 
sunset drinks and entertainment 
followed by a candlelit dinner. (D)
DAY 2. Breakfast and then start your 

Safari through the Thar, stopping at 
different tribal dwellings and looking 
for desert wildlife, including Bluebull 
(one of Asia’s largest antelopes), 
Gazelles, along with Partridges, 
Sand Grouses and Peacocks. 
Arrive at the oasis village ‘Khetasar’ 
where we visit the local weavers and 
potters. Here lunch will be served 
by the oasis, then you can take 
the Jeep to the Osian Camp, relax 
in the grounds, or by the hilltop 
pool overlooking the surrounding 
plains. Enjoy a drink (possibly with 
Reggie!) before the evening folk 
entertainment followed by dinner. 
(B,L,D)

DAY 3. After breakfast take a short 
tour of the famous Osian (8th 
century) temples where our tour 
ends. (B)

DAY 1. Arrive Delhi and transfer to 
your hotel. The rest of the day is at 
leisure.

DAY 2. Discover Old and New 
Delhi today. You start with a visit 
to the Jama Masjid and then take 
a rickshaw ride through Chandni 
Chowk, one of the oldest bazaars in 
the country before driving past the 
famous Red Fort. In the afternoon 
visit the Indo-Islamic Qutb Minar 
and Gurudwara Bangla Sahib – the 
largest Sikh Temple in Delhi. You’ll 
also see the India Gate, Parliament 
Buildings and the President’s 
House. (B)

DAY 3. Drive south to Agra. 
Afternoon visit to Agra Fort, with 
its splendid halls of public and 
private audience.  Later, witness 
the incomparable Taj Mahal, 
mausoleum of Empress Mumtaz 

Mahal, beloved spouse of Shah 
Jehan, who died in 1630. If you 
wish, you can stay for the sunset. 
(B)
DAY 4. Drive west to Akbar’s 
wonderful deserted capital at 
Fatehpur Sikri, still in a remarkable 
state of preservation, and continue 
to Jaipur. In the evening enjoy a 
stroll through the night bazaar. (B)

DAY 5. Morning tour to Amber Fort, 
India’s most celebrated citadel. 
Along the way visit the dazzling 
flower market, and the vegetable 
and milk bazaars. In the afternoon 
see the Hawa Mahal, explore the 
excellent City Palace Museum and 
visit Jantar Mantar, an extraordinary 
18th century observatory. (B)

DAY 6. Transfter to Delhi Airport or 
your city hotel. Tour ends. (B)

∙	 SEE	OLD	AND	NEW	DELHI
∙	 THE	IMMORTAL	TAJ	MAHAL
∙	 JAIPUR

PEAK: OCT-MAR

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT – APR $1,510 $1,333

MAY – SEP $1,147 $980
[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

ASK US ABOUT WAYS TO PERSONALISE THIS TRIP FOR YOU

OSIAN CAMEL CAMP    
A DELIGHTFUL SOJOURN TO THE DESERT AND THE 
PAST, OWNED BY THE MAHARAJA’S GRANDSON, 
REGGIE SINGH.

∙	 REMOTE	TENTED	CAMP
∙	 CAMEL	RIDES	ACROSS	THE	DESERT
∙	 OVERNIGHT	IN	A	MOBILE	CAMP	IN	THE	DUNES

YEAR ROUND

PRICES FROM

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY $625

SINGLE OCCUPANCY $1,150

[PRICES ARE PER PERSON, ALL MEALS AND CAMEL SAFARI INCLUDED]

NO TRIANGLE IS MORE GOLDEN THAN THAT WHICH 
CONNECTS DELHI, THE IMMORTAL TAJ MAHAL AND 
THE FABULOUS PINK CITY OF JAIPUR.

3 DAYS
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DAY 1. Welcome at Delhi Airport and transfer 
to hotel. The rest of the day is free to explore.

DAY 2. Explore Old and New Delhi, visiting 
the Jama Masjid, Chandni Chowk, Qutb 
Minar and Gurudwara Bangla Sahib – the 
largest Sikh Temple in Delhi., and the India 
Gate, . (B) 

DAY 3. Drive south to Agra. In the afternoon 
visit Agra Fort and the Taj Mahal, often called 
‘a dream in marble’ and representing the 
peak of Persian funeral architecture. If you 
wish, you can stay for the sunset. (B)

DAY 4. South of Agra are the imperial ruins of 
Fatehpur Sikri, Akbar’s erstwhile capital, in a 
remarkable state of preservation. After your 
visit continue to Jaipur. In the evening enjoy a 
stroll through the night bazaar. (B)

DAY 5. Visit the colourful flower and vegetable 
markets and continue to the magnificent 
Amber Fort. In the afternoon see the Hawa 
Mahal, visit the excellent City Palace Museum 
and see the Jantar Mantar observatory. (B)

DAY 6. A long day’s drive brings you to the 
lakeside city of Udaipur. (B)  

DAY 7. Visit the splendid City Palace, Jaqdish 
Temple and the gardens of Saheliyon-Ki-Bari. 
Afternoon at leisure to explore further. (B)

DAY 8. Drive north to Jodhpur, via Ranakpur, 
where you stop to visit the extensive Jain 
temple complex. You reach Jodhpur in the 
late afternoon. (B)

DAY 9. The exquisite Meherengarh Fort 
towers above the ‘blue city’ of Jodhpur and is 
its undoubted highlight, with numerous grand 
halls and reception rooms. Later, there’s time 
to explore the bazaar. (B)

DAY 10. Drive to Jaisalmer, located on the 
western extremity of the arid Thar Desert. 
This fortress town is one of Rajasthan’s most 
exotic and unusual destinations. (B)

DAY 11. Visit Jaisalmer Fort, see the beautiful, 
historic havelis (mansions) and take a stroll 
through the winding streets inside the fort. 
The afternoon is free to explore further. (B)

DAY 12. Drive to Bikaner, once a major 
trading post noted for its beautiful 
architecture. Enjoy a horse-cart ride into the 
old town seeing many fine buildings and the 
majestic Junagarh Fort. (B)

DAY 13. Drive to the quaint village of Alsisar, 
in the heart of Shekhawati region, boasting 
some of the finest frescoes and painted 
havelis in the region. (B)

DAY 14. Drive back to Delhi. End of tour.  (B)

ESSENTIAL RAJASTHAN
ITINERARY

14 DAYS

∙	 DELHI	AND	THE	TAJ	MAHAL
∙	 JAIPUR,	JODHPUR	AND	UDAIPUR
∙	 MEDIEVAL	JAISALMER
∙	 BIKANER	AND	ALSISAR

LATE OCT-MID MAR

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT – APR $3,255 $2,843

MAY – SEP $2,588 $2,176

[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

ASK US ABOUT WAYS TO PERSONALISE 
THIS TRIP FOR YOU

An in-depth tour of this 
colourful and exotic region.

CULTURE CONNECTION: HERITAGE 
WALK IN JAIPUR USD45 (Min 2pax)
Meet a local family in the market and 
let them tell you all about the local food 
and spices. Then join them for a cooking 
session preparing traditional Rajasthani 
cuisine, culminating in sharing the feast 
with your host family.

INCLUDED HOTEL » AJIT BHAWAN, 
JODHPUR. An imposing blend of crisp luxuries 
and impressive heritage, Ajit Bhawan stands 
as an epitome of self- indulgent and upscale 
hospitality in Jodhpur. A romantic mélange of 
erstwhile elegance and avant garde amenities, it 
is favourably located in close vicinity of Umaid 
Bhawan and historical Monuments.

DAY 1. Welcome at Delhi Airport and transfer to 
your hotel and then head off to explore.

DAY 2. Explore Old and New Delhi, visiting the 
Jama Masjid, Chandni Chowk. Qutb Minar 
and Gurudwara Bangla Sahib – the largest 
Sikh Temple in Delhi. Later see the India Gate, 
Parliament Buildings and President’s House. (B)

DAY 3. Drive south to Agra. In the afternoon 
visit Agra Fort and the Taj Mahal, often called ‘a 
dream in marble’. If you wish, you can stay for the 
sunset. (B)

DAY 4. Southwest of Agra are the imperial ruins of 
Fatehpur Sikri, Akbar’s erstwhile capital, still in a 
remarkable state of preservation. After your visit 
continue to Jaipur. In the evening enjoy a stroll 
through the night bazaar. (B)

DAY 5. Visit the flower and vegetable markets 
and continue to Amber Fort. In the afternoon 
visit the City Palace Museum, the Jantar Mantar 
Observatory and see the Hawa Mahal. (B)

DAY 6. Drive to Rohet, where you stay at Rohet 
Garh, a haven of peace and tranquility and one 
of the finest Heritage hotels in India. Sprawling 
lawns and manicured gardens, which invite a 
multitude of birds and dancing peacocks, herald 
your entry into this exquisite oasis. (B)

DAY 7. From Rohet you make a day trip to 

Jodhpur, visiting the splendid Meherengarh Fort 
and nearby bazaars. (B)

DAY 8. Drive to Deogarh and check into Deogarh 
Mahal, a palatial family home now converted into 
a boutique hotel. The rest of the day is free for 
optional activities. (B)

DAY 9. This morning drive to Udaipur, via 
Ranakpur, where you stop to visit the extensive 
Jain temple complex. You reach Udaipur in the 
late afternoon. (B)

DAY 10. Visit the splendid City Palace, Jaqdish 
Temple and the gardens of Saheliyon-Ki-Bari. 
The afternoon is at leisure to explore further. (B)

DAY 11. Drive to Bijaipur via the historic fortress at 
Chittorgarh. Overnight at Castle Bijaipur. (B)

DAY 12. Explore Bijaipur today or enjoy an 
optional activity such as a jeep safari or bird-
watching excursion. (B)

DAY 13. A longish drive brings you to 
Ranthambore, India’s premier tiger reserve. (B)

DAY 14. Enjoy early morning and afternoon game 
drives looking for a variety of animal and birdlife, 
including the celebrated Bengal Tiger. (B)

DAY 15. Travel back to Delhi by train, for transfer 
to the airport for your onward flight. (B)

THE OPULENCE, SPLENDOUR, LAVISH LIFESTYLE AND CULTURAL HERITAGE 
OF THE PRINCELY STATES OF INDIA IS REFLECTED IN THE FORTS, PALACES 
AND HAVELIS. YOU CAN LIVE LIKE A MAHARAJAH ON THIS FABULOUS TOUR BY 
STAYING IN RAJASTHAN’S HERITAGE AND PALACE HOTELS.

HERITAGE OF RAJASTHAN  

∙	 LUXURIOUS	ROHET	GARH
∙	 DEOGARH	MAHAL	AND	

BIJAIPUR
∙	 JAIPUR,	JODHPUR	AND	

UDAIPUR
∙	 DELHI	AND	THE	TAJ	MAHAL

LATE OCT-MID MAR

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT – APR $3,863 $3,441

MAY – SEP $3,363 $2,941

[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

ASK US ABOUT WAYS TO PERSONALISE 
THIS TRIP FOR YOU

15 DAYS
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DAY 1. Welcome at Delhi Airport for hotel 
transfer and then head off to explore.

DAY 2. Tour Old Delhi today, including the 
Jama Masjid and Chandni Chowk. You’ll also 
see the Red Fort. Afternoon drive to Agra. (B)

DAY 3. This morning visit the immortal Taj 
Mahal and later explore Agra Fort, on the 
banks of the River Yamuna. (B)

DAY 4. Drive to the little-known heritage town 
of Karauli. Along the way stop at Fatehpur 
Sikri, Akbar’s deserted city. (B) 

DAY 5. Spend the morning exploring Karauli 
and surrounds. It’s a very old town and 
the City Palace is of particular interest. The 
afternoon is free for optional activities.

DAY 6. Drive to Jaipur, arriving in the late 
afternoon. This evening take a stroll through 
the night bazaars. (B)

DAY 7. Visit the flower and vegetable markets 
and then continue to Amber Fort. In the 
afternoon see the Hawa Mahal, the excellent 
City Palace Museum and Jantar Mantar 
observatory. (B)

DAY 8. A free day. There are some interesting 
options available, including a hot air balloon 
trip, an elephant safari or a game of golf! (B)

DAY 9. Drive to Bijainagar, a little-known 
town where there’s a charming and romantic 
heritage hotel. Spend the afternoon exploring 
your surroundings. (B)

DAY 10. Drive to Udaipur, stopping enroute 
to visit the celebrated Rajput fortress at 
Chittorgarh. (B)

DAY 11. In Udaipur visit the splendid City 
Palace, Jaqdish Temple and the gardens of 
Saheliyon-Ki-Bari. Free afternoon. (B)

DAY 12. Drive to Jodhpur via Ranakpur, and 
visit the extensive Jain temple complex. 
Reach Jodhpur by late afternoon. (B)

DAY 13. The exquisite Meherengarh Fort 
towers above the ‘blue city’ of Jodhpur and 
is Jodhpur’s premier attraction. Later there’s 
time to explore the bazaar. (B)

DAY 14. Drive to Jaisalmer, one of 
Rajasthan’s most exotic and unusual 
destinations. (B)

DAY 15. Visit Jaisalmer Fort, see the 
beautiful, historic havelis and take a stroll 
through the winding streets inside the fort. 
The afternoon is at leisure. (B)

DAY 16. Drive to Bikaner, noted for its 
beautiful architecture. In the afternoon 
takje a horse-cart ride through the old town 
seeing many fine buildings and the majestic 
Junagarh Fort. (B)

DAY 17. Alsisar, a quaint village in the heart of 
the Shekhawati district, boasts some of the 
finest painted havelis in the region. Spend 
the afternoon discovering the town. (B)

DAY 18. Drive back to Delhi, to your hotel. (B)

DAY 19. Enjoy a morning tour of New 
Delhi including Qutb Minar, India Gate, the 
Parliament Buildings and the President’s 
House. The rest of the day is free. Evening 
transfer to the airport. (B)

CULTURE CONNECTION: FAMILY 
COOKING AFTERNOON IN UDAIPUR » 
Join a local family in the market and get to 
know local vegetables and spices. Then join 
them for a 2hr cooking session preparing 
traditional Rajasthani / north Indian cuisine. 
The evening culminates enjoying your feast 
with the host family. USD80pp (Min 2 pax)

∙	 LITTLE	KNOWN	KARAULI	AND	
BIJAINAGAR

∙	 JAIPUR,	JODHPUR,	UDAIPUR
∙	 JAISALMER	AND	BIKANER
∙	 MERCHANT	HOMES	IN	ALSISAR

LATE OCT-MID MAR

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT – APR $4,255 $3,725

MAY – SEP $3,382 $2,853

[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

ASK US ABOUT WAYS TO PERSONALISE THIS 
TRIP FOR YOU

COMPLETE  RAJASTHAN  19 DAYS

THIS TRIP TAKES YOU OFF THE BEATEN TRACK TO SOME STUNNING 
BUT LITTLE-KNOWN DESTINATIONS.

DAY 1. Welcome and check-in formalities at 
8:45pm at Delhi Station. Dinner is on board. (B)

DAY 2. Early morning visit to the Taj Mahal, 
often described as poetry in white marble, is an 
architectural masterpiece featuring beautiful inlay 
work and marble screens.The visit is followed by 
Champagne breakfast atop Taj Khema gazing 
at the Taj Mahal. Afternoon visit to Agra Fort then 
return to the train for dinner. (B,L,D)

DAY 3. Early morning excursion to Jungles of 
Ranthambhore – the private hunting ground of 
the Maharajas. Possible sighting of the elusive 
Royal Bengal Tiger. Brunch on board the train as 
you head toward Jaipur. (B,L,D)

DAY 3. Arrive in Jaipur and visit the beautiful 16C 
Amber Fort Palace, built in red sandstone and 
marble. This evening there’s an opportunity to 
interact with elephants at City Palace/Jai Mahal 
Palace hotel. (B,L,D)

DAY 4. Enjoy the passing countryside while 
having breakfast. Optional morning tours in 
Bikaner or relax on board. Afternoon visit to 
Junagarh Fort and surrounding village and 
sundowners in the sand dunes. Enjoy cocktails, 

savour traditional mouth watering barbecue 
delights and be entertained by traditional folk 
artists. (B,L,D)

DAY 5. Morning at leisure then afternoon visit to 
the Mehrangarh Fort where you can admire the 
intricate latticed windows and elaborately carved 
panels and elegantly curved porches. Exclusive 
cocktail dinner at Hanwant Mahal.(B,L,D)

DAY 6. Arrive in ‘The Venice of the East’, Udaipur 
and take a sightseeing tour of the City Palace 
& Crystal Gallery. The largest palace complex 
in Rajasthan, with scalloped arches, fretted 
balconies, and cupolas. (B,L,D)

DAY 7. Arrive in Balasinor and visit the Dinosaur 
Fossil Park where at least 13 species of dinosaurs 
lived, possibly for more than 100 million years. 
So well-protected are the fossilized eggs found 
here that many researchers call them the best-
preserved eggs in the world. Visit to the Garden 
Palace, where lunch is hosted by the Royal 
Family of Balasinor. (B,L,D)

DAY 8. Train arrives in Mumbai by 7.30am and 
you bid farewell to the Maharajas’ Express. (B)

THE MAHARAJAH EXPRESS TRAINS OFFER WORLD CLASS FACILITIES AND COMFORT. QUAINT 
DÉCOR IS FUSED WITH MODERN AMENITIES TO CREATE AN AURA OF SHEER OPULENCE AND 
5 STAR PAMPERING TO MAKE A PERFECT EXPERIENCE TO RELAX AFTER EXPLORING THE 
WONDER THAT IS INDIA.

This is a luxurious and panoramic view of India’s magnificent Forts & Palaces of Rajasthan by rail, with a 
champagne breakfast overlooking The Taj Mahal. Visit the fabled desert city of Jaisalmer and the deserted 
kingdom of Bikaner. (Other routes also available)

INDIAN SPLENDOR ABOARD THE MAHARAJAH 
EXPRESS    

INCLUSIONS: ACCOMMODATION IN TWIN 
/ DOUBLE BEDDED CABINS WITH EN SUITE 
BATHROOMS, ALL MEALS, SOFT BEVERAGES, 
HOUSE BRANDS OF INDIAN WINES, BEER 
AND SPIRITS, BUTLER SERVICE, GUIDED 
OFF TRAIN EXCURSIONS AS ILLUSTRATED 
IN THE JOURNEYS INCLUSIVE OF ENTRANCE 
FEES, STILL CAMERA FEE, TRANSPORT AND 
SERVICES OF A GUIDE, COMPLIMENTARY 
TEA, COFFEE AND MINERAL WATER ON 
BOARD, PORTERAGE AT STATIONS, CITY 
TOUR AND LUNCH/ DINNER AT THE CITY OF 
DISEMBARKATION

∙	 TAJ	MAHAL	AND	AGRA	
FORT

∙	 JUNGLE	SAFARI
∙	 JAIPUR
∙	 MARKET	TOUR	IN	JODHPUR
∙	 ROYAL	HOSTED	LUNCH	IN	

BALASINOR

2016 DATES
9 JAN, 6 FEB, 5 MAR, 2 APR

PRICES FROM

DELUXE CABIN $8,840

[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

8 DAYS
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NORTHERN INDIA

∙	 EXPLORE	OLD	&	NEW	DELHI
∙	 JAIPUR	AND	THE	TAJ
∙	 TEMPLES	AT	KHAJURAHO
∙	 MORNING	BOATRIDE	ON	THE	

GANGES

LATE OCT-MID MAR

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT – APR $2,775 $2,451

MAY – SEP $2,137 $1,814

[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

ASK US ABOUT WAYS TO PERSONALISE THIS 
TRIP FOR YOU

$300

ESSENTIAL NORTH INDIA 

APART FROM THE PERENNIALLY POPULAR STATE OF 
RAJASTHAN, THERE ARE MANY OTHER FASCINATING 
REGIONS TO EXPLORE. 

Uttar Pradesh, in particular, boasts a number of 
important sites including Agra and the holy city 
of Varanasi (Benares). In between, in Madya 
Pradesh, the Chandela dynasty chose the small 
village Khajuraho as the site for a temple complex 
that has no parallel. Of the 85 sanctuaries built 
between 950 and 1050AD, just 22 survive.

The food of the north is very distinctive, with both 
vegetarian and ‘non-veg’ choices. Popular dishes 
include samosas, biryani, korma, kofta, as well as 
many types of gram (dhal) and breads.

DAY 1. Welcome at Delhi Airport for hotel 
transfer then head out exploring.

DAY 2. Explore Old and New Delhi, visiting 
the Jama Masjid, Chandni Chowk, the Qutb 
Minar and Gurudwara Bangla Sahib – the 
largest Sikh Temple in Delhi. You’ll also see 
the India Gate, Parliament Buildings and the 
President’s House. (B)

DAY 3. Drive to Jaipur, arriving in the late 
afternoon. Jaipur is an exuberance of colour, 
dance and traditional arts and crafts. Known, 
as the ‘Pink City’, Jaipur is home to ancient 
forts and palaces. This evening enjoy a stroll 
through the night bazaars. (B)

DAY 4. Visit the colourful flower and vegetable 
markets. Later explore the fabulous Amber 
Fort and in the afternoon see the Hawa 
Mahal, visit the City Palace Museum and the 
18th century Jantar Mantar observatory. (B)

DAY 5. Drive east to Akbar’s deserted capital 
at Fatehpur Sikri, and continue to Agra for the 
night. Subject to timing you could visit the Taj 
Mahal to let the gentle light of the afternoon 
sun introduce you this iconic site.(B)

DAY 6. This morning witness the surreal views 
of the Taj Mahal over sunrise. Step inside this 
eternal symbol of love and appreciate the 
intricate designs and symmetries that rhyme 
as a poem written in marble. In the afternoon 
head over to the nearby Fort, with glorious 
views over the River Yamuna. (B)

DAY 7. Take the short train ride to Jhansi 
and then continue by road to Orchha, a 
picturesque, medieval riverside town known 
for its palaces and temples. Visit the popular 
Ram Raja Temple and gather in the central 
courtyard to chant with the locals amidst loud 
ringing bells, and witness the unique guard of 
honour to the Gods by the local police. (B)

DAY 8. Drive to the world heritage site of 
Khajuraho and visit the enchanting temples 
of Khajuraho built between AD950 and 1050, 
with sculptures inspired by the Kama sutra. 
(B)

DAY 9. Morning at leisure, and in the 
afternoon fly to Varanasi. (B)

DAY 10. Enjoy a sunrise boat ride on the 
Ganges, to see the ‘bathing ghats’ where 
pilgrims immerse themselves in the holy 
water of River Ganges, and the ‘burning 
ghats’ where cremations are conducted. The 
ghats here are believed to be most sacred, 
engulfing the entire circle of life and death. 
Take a walking tour of the old city and in the 
afternoon visit Sarnath, where Buddha gave 
his first sermon. Evening rickshaw ride to 
watch the sunset Aarti ceremony. (B)

DAY 11. Fly back to Delhi where your tour 
ends. (B)

*If you’d like to mix it up a bit talk to us about 
our upgraded luxury accomodation options.

A memorable journey ‘across 
the top’, including Jaipur, Agra, 
Khajuraho and Varanasi.

11 DAYS

Nov – Feb » It’s peak season

Oct & Mar » Still very pleasant

Apr – Jun » Very hot

Jul – Sep » Monsoon so best avoided

MURGH MAKHANI: Butter Chicken

CHAPATIS, PARATHAS, NAAN: all of the 
breads

DAY 1. Welcome at Mumbai Airport and transfer to 
your hotel. Free time to explore this historic city.

DAY 2. The morning is at leisure. Afternoon city 
tour including the Gateway of India, Victoria 
Terminus, Prince of Wales Museum and Gandhi 
Museum. (B)

DAY 3. Fly to the romantic lake-studded city 
of Udaipur. Later enjoy a boat cruise on Lake 
Pichola. (B)

DAY 4. Morning tour of Udaipur. Visit the City 
palace, Jaqdish Temple and the gardens of 
Saheliyon-Ki-Bari. Afternoon at leisure. (B)

DAY 5. Drive to Jodhpur, visiting the exquisite Jain 
Temples at Ranakpur enroute. (B)

DAY 6. Visit the towering Meherangarh Fort, with 
its many grand halls and reception rooms. Later, 
there’s time to explore the bazaar. (B)

DAY 7. Drive to the pink city of Jaipur, home of the 
Rajputs, and capital of Rajasthan. The evening is 
at leisure to explore. (B)

DAY 8. Visit Amber Fort in the morning and later 
see the superb City Palace complex, Jantar 
Mantar Observatory and the Hawa Mahal (Palace 
of Winds). You also visit a gem and carpet 
weaving factory, and explore the bazaar. (B)

DAY 9. Drive east to Akbar’s deserted capital, at 
Fatehpur Sikri. Continue to Agra for the night. (B)

DAY 10. The Taj Mahal is at its best in the 
morning light. Enjoy a comprehensive tour of this 
celebrated monument and later visit the beautiful 
Agra Fort. (B)

DAY 11. Take the morning express train to Jhansi 
and then drive to Orchha, a medieval riverside 
town noted for its palaces and temples. Continue 
to Khajuraho for the night. (B)

DAY 12. Visit the famous temples, built by the 
Chandela kings between 950 and 1050AD. Later, 
fly to Varanasi and enjoy an evening rickshaw ride 
to the ghats, witnessing the Aarti ceremony at 
Dasaswamedh Ghat. (B)

DAY 13. Enjoy an early morning boatride on 
the Ganges followed by a guided walk through 
the old quarter. Later visit Bharat Mata (Mother 
Temple) before a visit to nearby Sarnath, where 
Lord Buddha gave his first sermon. (B)

DAY 14. Fly to Delhi, where the afternoon is at 
leisure. (B)

DAY 15. Discover Old and New Delhi today, with 
visits to the Jama Masjid, Chandni Chowk, Qutb 
Minar and Gurudwara Bangla Sahib – the largest 
Sikh Temple in Delhi. You’ll also see the India 
Gate, Parliament Buildings and the President’s 
House.

DAY 16. Transfer to the airport for your onward 
flight. (B)

A COMPREHENSIVE JOURNEY FROM THE WEST COAST TO NORTHEAST INDIA, 
TAKING IN ALL THE MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS.

COMPLETE NORTH INDIA   

∙	 MUMBAI,	INDIA’S	FINANCIAL	
AND FILM CAPITAL.

∙	 UDAIPUR,	JODHPUR	AND	
JAIPUR

∙	 THE	MESMERISING	TAJ	
MAHAL

∙	 KHAJURAHO	AND	VARANASI
∙	 OLD	AND	NEW	DELHI

LATE OCT-MID MAR

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT - APR $4,373 $3,843

MAY - SEP $3,510 $2,980

[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

ASK US ABOUT WAYS TO PERSONALISE 
THIS TRIP FOR YOU

$450

16 DAYS
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NORTH & WEST  INDIA

∙	 AMRITSAR’S	GOLDEN	TEMPLE
∙	 MCLEOD	GANJ,	HOME	OF	THE	DALAI	LAMA
∙	 HILL	STATIONS	AT	MANALI	AND	SIMLA
∙	 RIDE	SIMLA’S	TOY	TRAIN

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT - APR $2,422 $2,137

MAY - SEP $2,275 $1,990
[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

HOLY HIMALAYA - NORTHWEST INDIA

HIMACHAL PRADESH AND THE NEIGHBOURING 
STATE OF CHANDIGARH OFFER A VERY DIFFERENT 
TAKE ON INDIA. 

Nestling in the north-western lap of the Himalayas 
this is a region rich in both culture and scenery. 
To the southeast, in the sunburnt Punjab, is the 
holy city of Amritsar, with its celebrated Golden 
Temple. To the north are the fabled states of 
Kashmir and Ladakh, where you can experience a 
completely different culture.
Of all the cooking styles native to northwest India, 
the tandoor is the most famous. Basmati rice 
also originates here, and popular dishes include 
tandoori chicken, kebabs and a wide variety of 
lentils (dhal) and vegetable dishes.

DAY 1. Arrive in Delhi and transfer 
to your hotel. The rest of the day is 
at leisure.

DAY 2. Explore Old and New 
Delhi, including the Jama Masjid, 
Chandni Chowk, Qutb Minar 
and the largest Sikh Temple in 
Delhi. Later see the India Gate, 
Parliament Buildings and the 
President’s House. (B)

DAY 3. Travel by train to Amritsar, 
capital of the Punjab. In the 
afternoon visit the celebrated 
Golden Temple, founded in 1574. 
(B)

DAY 4. Drive to Dharamsala, 
arriving mid-afternoon, where the 
rest of the day is at leisure. (B)

DAY 5. The town of Dharamsala 
is celebrated worldwide as the 
spiritual home of the Dalai Lama. 
Visit the Dalai Lama Temple 
Complex, Church of St. John and 
the excellent Norbulingka Institute. 
(B)

DAY 6. Drive to the picturesque 
town of Manali, in the Himalayan 

foothills. Later visit Hadimba 
Devi Temple and a small Tibetan 
monastery. (B)

DAY 7. Day tour to Naggar, a 
charming town where many old 
timber homes are still intact, 
including the fabulous ‘castle’ built 
in 1460. (B)

DAY 8. Drive to Shimla, former 
summer capital of the British Raj 
and enjoy an evening stroll along 
the famous Mall. (B)

DAY 9. Visit the State Museum 
and the historic Viceregal Lodge, 
former residence of the British 
Viceroy, built in 1888. (B)

DAY 10. Board the famous toy train 
for a scenic ride down to Kalka. 
Continue by rail to Delhi. (B)

DAY 11. Your tour ends today. (B)

A spiritual journey to Dharamsala, Manali, 
Simla – and the golden city of Amritsar.

11 DAYS

Apr-Jun + Sep » best for Himachal Pradesh

Jul/Aug » expect rain in the hills

Mar & Oct » cold but nice

Nov-Feb » winter

ROGHAN JOSH: Lamb with spices

SAAG GOSHT: Lamb with Spinach

TEXTILES AND WILDLIFE OF GUJARAT 11 DAYS

DAY 1. Transfer to the station for the 
train from Mumbai to Aurangabad, 
arriving 8:35pm. Transfer to hotel upon 
arrival for 3 nights. 

DAY 2. Visit Ajanta Caves, one of  ‘the 
finest surviving examples of Indian art’, 
and one of India’s most impressive 
archeological sites. Buddhist art 
reached its peak in these caves, in the 
frescoes and wall paintings, carved 
out of horse shoe-shaped rocks over a 
period of 900 years, the Ajanta caves 
date back to the 3rd century. (B) 

DAY 3. Early drive to the stunning 
Ellora caves. The unique caves include 
Buddhist shrines and monasteries, 
and Hindu and Jain temples. Spanning 
a period of about 600 years between 
the 5th and 11th century AD, with the 

magnificent Kailasa Temple, the largest 
single monolithic structure in the world! 
(B)

DAY 4. Transfer to airport or station for 
onward journey. (B)

DAY 1. Upon arrival in Ahmedabad you 
are met and transferred to your hotel. 
Afternoon city tour including the the 
Siddhis Bashir mosque famous for its 
shaking minarets.

DAY 2. Drive to Dasada, visiting 
Modhera Sun Temple, built in 1026 AD, 
and Patan, with over 100 beautifully 
carved Jain temples. (B)

DAY 3. Morning and afternoon 
jeep safaris to visit the amazing 
birdwatchers paradise at Rann of 
Kutch. (B)

DAY 4. Drive to Sayla. En route visit Nal 
Sarovar Bird sanctuary where millions 
of birds including flamingos & great 
white pelicans are found. (B)

DAY 5. Drive to Sasangir, famous 
for beadwork & colourfully dressed 
Bharwad shepherds. (B)

DAY 6. Game drives at Sasan Gir, the 
last abode of the Asiatic lion with a 
thriving population of leopard and 
chousingha (the world’s only four-
horned antelope). (B)

DAY 7. Drive to Bhavnagar. (B)

DAY 8. Drive to Velavadar, visiting the 
16C Palitana, totalling over 1000 Jain 
temples. If you’re feeling energetic you 
may wish to climb the 3500 steps of 
the Palitana temple. (B)

DAY 9. Game drives spotting Jackals 
and jungle cats. (B)

DAY 10. Drive to Ahmedabad, stopping 
at Lotahl, one of the most important 
sites of the Harappan civilisation. (B)

DAY 11. After breakfast, transfer to the 
airport. (B)

∙	 TEXTILES	AND	BEADING	IN	SASANGIR
∙	 EXCELLENT	BIRD	WATCHING	AND	GAMES	DRIVES
∙	 BIRTHPLACE	OF	GANDHI

SEP-MAR

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

YEAR ROUND $4,363 $3,529
[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

ASK US ABOUT WAYS TO PERSONALISE THIS TRIP FOR YOU

AJANTA AND ELLORA CAVES
WONDROUS 2ND CENTURY TEMPLES CUT INTO THE 
SIDES OF A DRAMATIC CRESCENT-SHAPED GORGE

∙	 IMPRESSIVE	WORLD	HERITAGE	
LISTED CAVES

∙	 1,200	YEAR	OLD	SHRINES
∙	 BUDDHIST	ART	MASTERPIECES

SEP-MAR

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT - APR $971 $882

MAY - SEP $882 $794
[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

THANKFULLY OVERLOOKED BY BUSY TOURISTS, 
GUJARAT HAS SOME OF INDIA’S FINEST TEXTILES AND 
THRIVING PARKS, HOME TO THE LAST REMAINING 
PRIDES OF ASIATIC LIONS. 

4 DAYS
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DAY 1. Arrive in Delhi and transfer to your hotel. 
The rest of the day is at leisure.

DAY 2. Explore Old and New Delhi, including 
the Jama Masjid, Chandni Chowk, Qutb Minar 
and the largest Sikh Temple in Delhi. Later see 
the India Gate, Parliament Buildings and the 
President’s House. (B)

DAY 3. Fly to Srinagar. In the afternoon tour 
the old city and Mughal Gardens including the 
celebrated Nishat Bagh and Shalimar Bagh. In 
the evening cruise the still waters of Lake Dal in a 
traditional shikara. (B)

DAY 4. Day tour to Gulmarg, one of the most 
beautiful towns in the valley. (B)

DAY 5. Drive to Pahalgam, another pretty town 
and a popular spot at the confluence of two 
wooded valleys. Visit Chandanwari, the starting 
point for the annual pilgrimage to Amarnath 
Cave. (B)

DAY 6. The morning is free to explore Pahalgam. 
Later, return to Srinagar for the night. (B)

DAY 7. A spectacular drive through alpine 
meadows takes you over the 3500m Zoji La Pass 
to Kargil in Ladakh. Once here, the rest of the 
day is at leisure to acclimatise. (B)

DAY 8. A long day’s drive takes you up over 
the 4000-metre Fatu La Pass to the incredible 

Lamayuru Monastery, one of the oldest in 
Ladakh, which houses around 150 monks. 
Continue to Rizong Gompa and arrive in Leh in 
the late afternoon. (B)

DAY 9. Visit Shey Monastery, 15kms south of Leh 
and a Royal Residence until the 16th century. 
In the afternoon drive to Hemis, the richest of 
Ladakh’s monasteries, built in 1630. Return to 
Leh for the night. (B)

DAY 10. A stunning drive over Chang La Pass 
(5360m) brings you to the extraordinary Pangong 
Lake, one of the most serene spots on the 
subcontinent. There’s time to relax and explore 
before spending the night here. (B)

DAY 11. Drive back to Leh, where the rest of the 
day is at leisure. (B)

DAY 12. Drive via Khardung La Pass (5600m), 
along the highest motorable road in the world, to 
Nubra, an extraordinary high-altitude cold desert 
region. On arrival visit Diskit village and then 
continue to Hunder. Between the two are several 
kilometres of sand dunes, where you can take a 
ride on double-humped Bactrian camel. (B)

DAY 13. Return to Leh, where your final afternoon 
is at leisure to browse the markets. (B)

DAY 14. Fly back to Delhi Airport, where your tour 
ends. (B)

THIS PERENNIALLY POPULAR COMBINATION IS AN ABSOLUTE DELIGHT.

KASHMIR & LADAKH  

∙	 HISTORIC	MOGHUL	GARDENS	
AT SRINAGAR

∙	 SHIKARA	CRUISE	ON	LAKE	DAL
∙	 HILL	RESORTS	OF	GULMARG	

AND PAHALGAM
∙	 LEH’S	ANCIENT	MONASTERIES
∙	 LADAKH’S	STUNNING	

LANDSCPAES

LATE OCT-MID MAR

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT - APR $4,137 $3,647

MAY - SEP $3,725 $3,235

[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

ASK US ABOUT WAYS TO PERSONALISE THIS 
TRIP FOR YOU

$300

14 DAYS

DAY 1. Welcome at Kolkata Airport and transfer 
to your hotel. Free time to explore this historic 
city.

DAY 2. Enjoy a tour of Kolkata today. Witness 
the city’s colonial heritage in the old quarter, 
visit Mother Teresa’s House and St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, take a tram ride to the booksellers 
quarter and stop for a break at the historic 
College Street Coffee Shop. Later, explore the 
incredible idol market at Kumartuli. (B)

DAY 3. Fly to Bagdogra and drive to the 
beautiful hill station of Kalimpong, with an 
afternoon tour of the town, including St. 
Theresa’s Church, Deola Viewpoint and Lake 
and the bustling Kalimpong bazaar – where 
all manner of traditional thankas, carvings, 
jewellery and masks are for sale. (B)

DAY 4. A leisurely drive to Gangtok, capital of 
Sikkim. In the afternoon visit Enchey Monastery, 
with its important collection of images and 
religious objects. (B)

DAY 5. Morning city tour including the Cottage 
Industries Institute and the Research Institute 
of Tibetology, with its vast collection of books, 
manuscripts and icons. In the afternoon visit 
Rumtek Chakra Centre and Rumtak Monastery, 
with great views of Kanchenjunga. (B)

DAY 6. Enjoy a morning excursion to Tsongmo 
Lake, one of the most dramatic sights in the 

region. Situated on the Gangtok-Nathu La 
highway, at an altitude of 3780m, it is sacred to 
both Buddhists and Hindus. Return to Gangtok 
with the rest of the day at leisure. (B)

DAY 7. Drive to Pemayangtse to visit one 
of Sikkim’s oldest and most important 
monasteries, filled with wall paintings and 
scultpures. (B)

DAY 8. Drive to Darjeeling, often referred to as 
the ‘Queen of the Hills’. After checking in to 
your hotel the evening is at leisure to explore. 
(B)

DAY 9. In the early morning visit Tiger Hill to see 
the sunrise over Kanchenjunga and the Eastern 
Himalaya. On clear days, even Mt Everest can 
be seen towering in the distance. Later, visit 
Ghoom Monastery before returning to your 
hotel for breakfast. Mid-morning, board the 
toy train (subject to availability) for a half-hour 
ride, with great views over the gardens and 
mountains. You’ll also visit the local Zoo, where 
Tibetan wolves and Snow Leopards are bred; 
and the Tibetan Refugee Centre, where many 
handicrafts are on display. The final highlight, 
of course, is a cup of Darjeeling tea at a nearby 
tea estate! (B)

DAY 10. Drive to Badgogra for your return flight 
to Kolkata. Your tour ends at the airport.

SOMETIMES DESCRIBED AS THE WORLD’S ‘LAST UTOPIA’, SIKKIM IS A 
REMOTE YET EXTRAORDINARILY BEAUTIFUL REGION.

SECRETS OF SIKKIM

∙	 KOLKATA	(CALCUTTA)
∙	 KALIMPONG	AND	DARJEELING
∙	 ANCIENT	TEMPLES	AT	

GANGTOK AND PEMAYANGTSE
∙	 SUPERB	VIEWS	OF	THE	

HIMALAYA

MAR-MAY AND OCT-DEC 
IT’S PEAK SEASON

JUN-SEP 
MONSOON SO BEST AVOIDED

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT - APR $2,441 $2,108

MAY - SEP $2,314 $1,980

[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]
ASK US ABOUT WAYS TO PERSONALISE THIS 
TRIP FOR YOU

$330

10 DAYS
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SOUTH INDIA

∙	 HISTORIC	KOCHI
∙	 PRIVATE	FARMSTAY	IN	THE	

BACKWATERS
∙	 MADURAI	AND	MAHABALIPURAM
∙	 COLONIAL	PONDICHERRY
∙	 CHENNAI

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT - APR $3,029 $2,627

MAY - SEP $2,529 $2,127
[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

SOUTHERN HIGHLIGHTS 

THE SOUTHERN STATES DIFFER VASTLY TO THE 
NORTH. HERE YOU’LL FIND THE SCENIC BACKWATERS 
OF KERALA AND GORGEOUS COLONIAL COASTAL 
TOWNS SUCH AS COCHIN AND PONDICHERRY. 

There are historic temples to explore, fabulous 
palaces to wander and much more.

The landscape is incredibly diverse, with golden 
beaches, thick forests, hill stations and wildlife 
reserves – such as Periyar National Park, home to 
35 species of mammal and countless birds. 

The food is also entirely different. No naan or 
parathas here! Instead you can indulge in a wide 
variety of traditional dishes, many of which are 
coconut-based.

DAY 1. Welcome at Kochi Airport and transfer 
to your hotel. Guided walk of the old centre 
seeing the major highlights and the famous 
Chinese fishing nets. (B) 

DAY 2. Free time to explore this historic city. 
This evening, watch a Kathakali performance, 
one of the most complex and highly stylized 
combination of drama, dance, music and 
ritual. You will arrive early for the unique 
opportunity to see the performers preparing 
in their elaborate, colourful costumes and 
painting their faces to create their special 
personas. (B)

DAY 3. Drive south to Alleppey and cruise the 
backwaters to Philipkutty’s Farm where you 
stay as guests of the family. Afternoon tour of 
the estate. (BLD)

DAY 4. Drive to Periyar. Afternoon visit to a 
Spice Plantation to learn about the mystery 
and history of Indian spices. (B)

DAY 5. Morning nature walk in Periyar 
National Park. Afternoon drive to Madurai. 
Evening at leisure to explore. (B)

DAY 6. Enjoy a guided tour of this amazing 
city, including the celebrated Meenakshi 

Temple, with its massive and highly 
decorated gopuram. If you wish, you 
are invited to stay for the evening prayer 
ceremony to see the rituals being performed 
by priests. (B)

DAY 7. Drive to Tiruchirappalli (Trichy) for a 
visit and continue to Tanjore. Afternoon visit to 
Brihadeshwara Temple, the crowning glory of 
Chola Temple architecture. (B)

DAY 8. Drive to Pondicherry, a gorgeous 
colonial French town. Evening at leisure to 
explore the old town centre. (B)

DAY 9. Visit the international community at 
Auroville, a unique experiment in human unity 
founded in 1968.  Return to Pondicherry for 
the night. (B)

DAY 10. A short drive to Chennai (Madras), 
visiting the wonderful temple town of 
Mahabalipuram enroute, famous for its rocks 
carvings and monolithic sculptures. (B)

DAY 11. Enjoy a morning tour of Chennai 
including the 17th century Fort St. George 
and St. Mary’s Church. Later you are 
transferred to the airport for your onward 
flight. (B)

An ideal introduction to the 
south, offering a wide variety 
of sights and sounds.

11 DAYS

Dec-Feb » it’s peak season

Nov and Feb-Apr » good for Kerala

May-Oct » monsoon so best avoided

MASALA DOSA: delicious for breakfast

Fish curries everywhere

OPTIONAL CYCLING TOUR OF FORT KOCHI » Fort Kochi is a 
laid-back town and cycling through its streets is a great way to discover 
it. With narrow cobbled stone streets, late opening cafes, and fishermen 
that line the coast at sunrise with their nets, the town blends its old world 
charm seamlessly with contemporary vibrancy. USD45pp (Min 2 pax)

HOME HOSTED DINNER » Join a family for a traditional 
Keralan dinner in their home. This is a great chance to meet 
and dine with the local family who are happy to share a few of 
their family recipes of traditional home cooked Keralan coastal 
cuisine. USD80pp (Min 2 pax)

DAY 1. Welcome at Kochi airport and 
transfer to your hotel. Free time to explore 
this historic city.

DAY 2. The historic town of Fort Kochi has 
long been an important trading port. Enjoy a 
guided walk of the old centre today, visiting 
the Dutch Palace, Jewish Synagogue and 
St. Francis’s Church. You’ll also see the 
iconic Chinese fishing nets. Tonight, enjoy 
a Kathakali performance, one of the oldest 
forms of theatre in India. (B)

DAY 3. A scenic drive brings you to the hill 
station of Munnar, Known by the British as 
the ‘Switzerland of India, due to its alpine 
landscape and cool climate. This afternoon 
you can relax at your hotel or take an 
optional hike into the surrounding hills. (B)

DAY 4. This morning visit a tea plantation 
and at the excellent Tata Tea Museum learn 
about the cultivation and processing of 
different grades of tea. Later, at an excellent 
local welfare initiative, learn about dye 
printing and handmade paper production. 
(B)

DAY 5. Drive south to Periyar, the spice 
hub of Kerala. In the afternoon enjoy 
a fascinating tour of a nearby spice 
plantation, learning about the cultivation of 
cloves, pepper, cardamom, ginger – and 
more – and their uses. (B)

DAY 6. Embark on a short drive to Kanam 
Estate, your home for 2 nights, staying 
in a century old bungalow aptly named 
‘Serenity’. Serenity is the perfect hideout to 
soak in the charm of Kerala and experience 
life at a true Keralan bungalow. (B)

DAY 7. Join the estate manager for a walk 
around the plantation, and you can also 
explore the village school and temple. Try 
your hand at bathing the resident elephant, 
experience an Ayurvedic massage or relax 
in the infinity pool, a welcome modern touch 
to this historic bungalow. (B)

DAY 8. Drive to Kumarakom, the coastal 
town in Kerala’s backwaters, where you 
board your houseboat for a memorable 
overnight cruise. During the afternoon, 
witness life on the labyrinth of canals as 
locals tend to their paddy fields or harvest 
nearby coconut groves. (BLD)

DAY 9. Take a short drive to Marari, a fishing 
village where you can wander around the 
village to watch the local life and the native 
fishermen at sea. Ask the driver to take you 
to the Temple of 9 planets, where the priest 
conducts blessing ceremonies with fire and 
chanting to worship the 9 planets for you. 
(B)

DAY 10. Drive back to Kochi, where you are 
transferred to the airport for your onward 
flight. (B)

SECRETS OF KERALA 

ITINERARY

10 DAYS

∙	 HISTORIC	KOCHI
∙	 OVERNIGHT	BACKWATERS	CRUISE
∙	 MUNNAR	TEA	MUSEUM
∙	 PERIYAR	SPICE	PLANTATION

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

OCT - APR $2,951 $2,696

MAY - SEP $2,608 $2,353
[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

ASK US ABOUT WAYS TO PERSONALISE
THIS TRIP FOR YOU

One of the most beautiful regions 
of India, with tea plantations, 
wildlife reserves and tranquil 
backwaters

HIKE IN THE HILLS » Hike through the scenic 
beauty of Munnar to Meesapulimala (2640m), 
where you may catch a glimpse of elephants, 
sambar, sloth bear and the Nilgiri tahr along the 
way. USD80pp (Min 2 pax)

COOKING DEMONSTRATION » Learn the uses of 
spices in everyday cooking. The chef will be happy to 
share their secret recipes and give you some handy 
tips about South Indian cooking. 
USD60pp (Min 2 pax)
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WELLNESS IN INDIA  
INDIA IS HOME TO A WONDERFUL SELECTION OF YOGA AND MEDITATION RETREATS, AYURVEDA CENTRES 
AND SPA RESORTS. THESE ARE SCATTERED ALL OVER THE COUNTRY – IN THE HILLS, AMIDST SPICE 
PLANTATIONS, ALONG THE BACKWATERS, ON THE BEACH. HERE ARE SOME OF THE BEST YOGA RETREATS.

ANANDA IN THE
HIMALAYAS
Set in a 100-acre Himalayan mountain estate, luxury spa 
overlooks the River Ganges. The calming integration of lush 
greenery, fresh mountain air and Himalayan spring water, 
provides an ideal environment for rejuvenation of the body, mind 
and soul.

ESSENCE: Ayurveda Treatments; Yoga & Meditation; International 
Spa Therapies; Diet Programs; Lifestyle Programs; Lectures on 
Vedanta 

PRICES [PRICE PER PERSON FOR 3 NIGHT PACKAGE]

OCT – 15 APR 16 APR – SEP 
$5,432 $4,007

ROOMS: 70 

CARNOUSTIE AYURVEDA & 
WELLNESS RESORT KERALA
Set on the shores of Arabian Sea, near the backwaters this is a 
luxury eco-friendly resort.  With its tranquil setting on the pristine 
beach it is indeed a rejuvenating experience, designed to pamper 
and relax. 

ESSENCE: Ayurveda Treatments; Yoga & Meditation; Marma 
Therapy; International Spa Therapies; Diet Programs; Lifestyle 
Programs

PRICES [PRICE PER PERSON FOR 7 NIGHT PACKAGE]

OCT – 15 APR 16 APR – SEP 
$9,678 $8,410 ROOMS: 32 

OBEROI WILD FLOWER 
HALL, SHIMLA
A luxury mountain retreat with a Himalayan backdrop, set amidst 
a cedar forest. This 5 star castle like resort offers uninterrupted 
panoramic views of the Himalayas with bespoke luxury. 

ESSENCE: Ayurveda Treatments; Yoga & Meditation; International 
Spa Therapies 

PRICES [PRICE PER PERSON FOR 3 NIGHT PACKAGE]

YEAR ROUND
$4,632

ROOMS: 87 

MARARI BEACH RESORT 

Set in 25 acres of Coconut Palm groves leading down to the 
expansive beach. The low key resort is in the coastal fishing 
village of Marari. 

ESSENCE: Ayurveda Treatments; Yoga & Meditation; Diet 
Programs; Lifestyle Programs 

PRICES [PRICE PER PERSON FOR 7 NIGHT PACKAGE]

OCT – 15 APR 16 APR – SEP 
$5,882 $2,996

ROOMS: 32 

All Wellness Package Prices include twin share accommodation, all meals, specialist consultation, daily yoga class, daily massage. Seasonal 
surcharges may apply during Nov-Feb. 

4 DAYS 8 DAYS

8 DAYS4 DAYS

BHUTAN

∙	 UNIQUE	BUDDHIST	CULTURE
∙	 CLIFF	TOP	TIGERS	NEST	

MONASTERY
∙	 SPECTACULAR	ARCHITECTURE	OF	

THE FORTIFIED DZONGS 

PRICES FROM

2-3 PAX $3,130

4+ PAX $2,680
PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE]

COMPLETE BHUTAN

THE REMOTE KINGDOM OF BHUTAN IS A MAGICAL 
DELIGHT. RANGING FROM SUBTROPICAL PLAINS 
IN THE SOUTH TO SUBALPINE HEIGHTS IN THE 
NORTH, THIS HIDDEN GEM WILL LEAVE ANY KEEN 
TRAVELLER FULL OF AWE. 

A patchwork of waring fiefdoms until the early 
17th century, Bhutanese people are now deeply 
spiritual, living in harmony with the environment 
and each other. They attract ascetics, mystics, 
philosophers, scholars and travellers to share their 
ancient wisdom. 

Having been an absolute monarchy until 2008, 
this fascinating country, although keen to embrace 
the modern world is also set on maintaining its 
traditional ways and cultures.

DAY 1. Arrive in Paro. You enjoy the 
spectacular scenery of the Himalaya 
including Everest prior to landing at Paro. 
Here you are met by your leader and 
transferred to the capital Thimphu. (D)
 
DAYS 2–7. The journey begins with a 
sightseeing tour of the nation’s capital. 
There is much to enjoy including the late 
King’s memorial chorten, the  traditional 
painting school, the nunnery at Tashicho 
Dzong and the traditional paper making 
industry.

Equally enjoyable is just to wander 
through the streets observing the unique 
architecture, colourful shops and observe 
a culture little changed of the centuries 
where men and women still predominantly 
wear traditional dress. For this, Bhutan is a 
photographers paradise.

You leave Thimphu for Punaka crossing 
the high pass Dochu La, where there are 
spectacular views of the Himalaya, before 
descending to the spectacular Punaka 
Dzong a fortified monastery built in 1637 
and previously Bhutan’s capital. (B,L,D)

There is much to do in Punaka and we enjoy 
optional short walks to explore the villages, 

temples and monasteries of the valley. 
From Punkaka we head back to Paro to 
explore the fortified watch tower of Ta 
Dzong, now a museum and there is ample 
time for exploration of this picturesque town.

The following day you take a short drive for 
the pilgrimage to Taktsang – the famous 
Tiger’s Nest. This serene monastery that 
clings to a steep granite cliff, about 700 
metres above the valley floor seems to defy 
gravity with its precarious positioning and is 
a major highlight of our unique experience in 
Bhutan. (B,L,D)
 
DAY 8. Your journey to Bhutan comes to an 
end today. Your guide will escort you to the 
airport to bid their farewell for your onward 
journey. (B)

Explore the timeless traditional 
Buddhist culture of this 
isolated Himalayan Kingdom.

8 DAYS

Year round. March-May and Sep-Nov are 
considered the best times to travel

Try the local Ema-Datsi.  
Chillies cooked in cheese

Druk is the local Beer, and ara, the local spirit is 
made from distilled rice or maize.
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∙	 SIGIRIYA	ROCK	FORTRESS
∙	 KANDY	AND	NUWARA	ELIYA
∙	 GIANT	BUDDHA	BUDURUWAGALA
∙	 SHOP	IN	GALLE

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

2016 $2,325 $2,030

PEAK $3,580 $3,280
[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE] 
PEAK: 08/08/16-18/08/16, 15/12/16-31/12/16

ESSENTIAL SRI LANKA

A SMALL ISLAND, AROUND TWO-THIRDS THE 
SIZE OF TASMANIA, IT PUNCHES WELL ABOVE 
ITS WEIGHT, WITH FASCINATING ANCIENT 
MONUMENTS, EXCELLENT WILDLIFE RESERVES, 
FABULOUS COLONIAL TOWNS, BEAUTIFUL 
MOUNTAIN SCENERY AND GOLDEN PALM-FRINGED 
BEACHES. THERE IS SO MUCH TO SEE AND DO 
HERE, ALL CONTAINED IN A TINY TEAR-DROP.

DAY 1. Welcome at Colombo airport and 
transfer to your hotel nearby in Negombo.

DAY 2. Drive to the Salgala Monastic 
complex, where monks meditate each 
day. Continue to the celebrated citadel at 
Sigiriya, where you can ascend to the top. 
Overnight at Dambulla. (B)

DAY 3. Visit the cave temple complex at 
Dambulla, among the largest painted caves 
in the world. Continue to Namal Uyana, 
known for its impressive stands of Ironwood 
trees. In the afternoon reach Kandy, where 
you visit a cocoa processing factory. (B)

DAY 4. Kandy is the ‘capital’ of the hill 
country. Enjoy a full day tour, visiting the 
Temple of the Tooth, the Royal Botanical 
Gardens and the Tea Museum. (B)

DAY 5. Drive to Nuwara Eliya through 
mist-covered hills carpeted with tea 
bushes. Along the way, visit a working tea 
factory and see the production of Orange 

Pekoe tea. In Nuwara Eliya enjoy a brief 
sightseeing tour before continuing to Ella for 
the night. (B)

DAY 6. Drive south through spectacular Ella 
Gap. Stop at Buduruwagala to see the giant 
rock-carved Buddha and at Mulkirigala visit 
the excellent cave temple. At Weligama see 
stilt fishermen in action before arriving in 
Galle. (B)

DAY 7. Galle is a classic old town, with some 
lovely old buildings, excellent restaurants 
and good shopping. After breakfast enjoy a 
walking tour of the Fort and the afternoon is 
free to explore further. (B)

DAY 8. After breakfast, drive to Colombo, 
afternoon at leisure to explore the city. 

DAY 9. Transfer to the airport for your onward 
journey. (B)

An excellent add-on to your 
India adventure, covering all 
the major sights.

9 DAYS

Dec-Mar » Peak season

Nov and Apr » good, but expect some rain

Oct » not the best month

May-Sep » rainy season but still OK

LAMPRAIS: rice and curry served in a 
banana leaf

Sambols and coconut chutney

SRI LANKA

The highest quality ceylon tea

DAY 1. Met upon arrival and transfer to 
hotel in nearby Negombo. 

DAY 2. After breakfast, meet your driver 
and head North East to the Cultural 
Triangle, visiting Dambulla Cave Temple. 
Considered to be the largest painted caves 
in the world, there is more than 2,000 sqm 
of paintings, sculptures and statues. (B) 

DAY 3. A day exploring the sacred city of 
Anuradhapura, the most celebrated and 
oldest of Sri Lanka’s ancient ruined cities 
dating back to the 5th Century BC. You’ll 
see many sites including Isurumuniya and 
Sri Maha Bodhi Tree under which Buddha 
attained enlightenment. (B)

DAY 4. Day to discover Polonnaruwa, the 
island’s Medieval Capital which rose to 
fame after the decline of Anuradhapura. 
Polonnaruwa is home to two magnificent 
World Heritage Sites and numerous other 
sites of archaeological interest. (B)

DAY 5. Drive to the Rock Fortress of 
Sigiriya, and if you are feeling energetic, 
you can climb it. A Royal Citadel for 20 
years in the 5th Century AD, this unique 
Rock Fortress or “castle in the sky” is often 
considered to be the 8th Wonder of the 
modern world. Continue to Kandy. (B)

DAY 6. This morning’s tour takes you to 
the Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic of 
Buddha - by far the most important place 
of worship for Buddhists the world over. 
Afternoon at leisure to explore or enjoy the 

tranquil garden and atmosphere in your 
hotel. (B)

DAY 7. Morning train through tea 
plantations to Haputalé, then continue 
on to Kelbourne cottages, nestled in the 
midst of a tea estate. Walk through tea 
fields while watching colourfully clad tea-
pluckers, and sip the freshest tea in all of 
Sri Lanka. (B)

DAY 8. Drive through the beautiful Ella Gap 
to Yala NP. If you are lucky you can catch 
a glimpse of the Big Four – Elephant, 
Leopard, Bear and Buffalo, with over 120 
bird species. Afternoon jeep safari followed 
by an evening game drive. (B)

DAY 9. Morning game drive then afternoon 
to relax and enjoy the facilities. (B)

DAY 10. Drive along the coast to Galle, 
stopping enroute to watch the famous “Stilt 
Fishermen” in action at sea. (B)

DAY 11. Morning walking tour through the 
historic fort. (B)

DAY 12. Day at leisure. (B)

DAY 13. Leisurely drive along the old coast 
road to Colombo with an afternoon tour. 

DAY 14. Day to discover Colombo. Explore 
the city’s temples and kovils.

DAY 15. Transfer to airport.(B)

COMPLETE SRI LANKA  
ITINERARY

15 DAYS

∙	 ANURADHAPURA	AND	POLONNARUWA
∙	 DAMBULLA	AND	SIGIRIYA
∙	 KANDY	AND	TEA	COUNTRY
∙	 TWO	NIGHTS	IN	YALA	NATIONAL	PARK
∙	 OLD	GALLE

PRICES FROM 2 PAX 3-4 PAX

2016 $3,450 $3,410

PEAK $5,650 $5,608
[PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE] 

PEAK: 08/08/16-18/08/16, 15/12/16-31/12/16

There is much to see and do on 
this beautiful island, and this trip 
takes in all the major highlights.

ACTIVE: CLIMB ADAM’S PEAK  
Sacred to the four main religious groups, the giant 
footprint at the top is jointly claimed to belong to 
Lord Buddha, God Shiva, Adam, and St. Thomas. 
This popular, if somewhat daunting, the 5,000 
steps (each way) are best commenced at 2am and 
if you’re lucky you’ll be rewarded with a superb 
sunrise and an awe-inspiring view over the hill 
country. During Pilgrimage season, December-April, 
strip lights and refreshment stalls light the way.

INSIDER: DESIGNER DINING IN COLOMBO  
Try the Gallery Café and former office of acclaimed 
architect, Geoffrey Bawa in Colombo. It’s a very good 
restaurant in a beautiful setting in Colombo – Book 
early as it is very popular. 
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PATAN DURBAR 
SQUARE

3 DAYS

          DAY 1–2. It is a short drive from   
         the hustle and bustle of 
Kathmandu to Patan. Upon arrival you 
will feel you have been transported back 
decades into history. You will stay in 
a traditional Newar house, nearly one 
hundred years old, now converted into 
a comfortable and unique boutique 
hotel in the heart of the city’s Durbar 
Square. Many of the temples and 
pagoda style buildings around you 
date back to the 1600s. You will enjoy 
an organised sightseeing tour of Patan 
and the museum. There is also plenty 
of time to explore the backstreets of this 
fascinating city on your own or sit close 
to one of the Pagoda style temples in 
Durbar Square and watch the world go 
by. (B)

DAY 3. In the late morning you are 
transferred back to Kathmandu. (B)

INCLUSIONS: TRANSFERS TO AND FROM PATAN. 2 
NIGHTS B&B ACCOMMODATION IN PATAN. GUIDED 
TOUR INCLUDING DURBAR SQUARE AND MUSEUM. 
ENTRANCE FEES. 

           DAY 1–2. Fly to Pokhara  
           where there are 
superb views of the Himalayan range 
to the north. In Pokhara you are 
free to explore the lakeside town as 
you wish. We suggest a visit to the 
International Mountain Museum, a 
visit to the Peace Pagoda perched 
on a ridge high above the Phewa Tal 
Lake where you may have excellent 
views of the Annapurna mountain 
range and the famous fishtail peak, 
Machhapuchhare. Boating on the 
lake is also very popular as are visits 
to the Hindu shrines and Buddhist 
monasteries of the valley. However, 
you may just want to chill out in the 
peaceful surroundings of lakeside. 
(B)

DAY 3. Leave Pokhara for the flight 
back to Kathmandu. (B)

∙	 MAGNIFICENT	PAGODA	STYLE	
ARCHITECTURE

∙	 STAY	IN	A	TRADITIONAL	
CONVERTED NEWARI HOUSE

∙	 THE	PATAN	MUSEUM	

DEPARTS DAILY

PRICES FROM [PER PERSON]

2 PAX 3 PAX 4 PAX
A$440 A$430 A$420

           DAY 1–2. A safari in Chitwan is 
           the perfect compliment to any  
           trek. Drive from Kathmandu  
or Pokhara to Chitwan National Park. 
The park is located in the lowland 
area known as the Terai and close to 
the Indian border. The jungle, rivers 
and wildlife are in total contrast to the 
mountains of the Himalayan peaks to 
the north. Formerly a hunting reserve, 
the park is one of the richest and 
varied wildlife parks in Asia. You stay 
in comfortable lodges and explore the 
park on elephant safaris, dugout canoe 
and even on an ox cart. There are great 
chances to see rhino, various deer 
species, crocodile, exotic birdlife and 
if you are particularly lucky, tiger and 
leopard.(B) 

DAY 3. Enjoy an early morning safari  
before returning to Kathmandu. (B)

POKHARA 
LAKESIDE

3 DAYS

∙	 RELAX	BY	THE	BEAUTIFUL	
LAKESIDE

∙	 SUNRISE	OVER	THE	HIMALAYA
∙	 INTERNATIONAL	MOUNTAIN	

MUSEUM & PEACE PAGODA

DEPARTS DAILY

PRICES FROM [PER PERSON]

2 PAX 3 PAX 4 PAX
A$580 A$560 A$550

INTERNAL FLIGHTS INCLUDED

INCLUSIONS: FLIGHTS TO AND FROM POKHARA, 2 
NIGHTS B&B ACCOMMODATION IN POKHARA, ALL 
SAFARI PROGRAMS, NATIONAL PARK FEES.

INCLUSIONS: TRANSPORT TO AND FROM CHITWAN, 
2 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION IN JUNGLE LODGE (B&B 
STYLE), ALL SAFARI PROGRAMS, NATIONAL PARK FEES.

CHITWAN 
NATIONAL PARK

2 NIGHTS / 3 DAYS

∙	 ELEPHANT	AND	JEEP	SAFARI
∙	 EXOTIC	WILDLIFE	INCLUDING	

RHINO AND THE ELUSIVE TIGER
∙	 CHILL	OUT	TO	THE	SOUNDS	OF	THE	

JUNGLE 

DEPARTS DAILY

PRICES FROM [PER PERSON]

2 PAX 3 PAX 4 PAX
A$480 A$410 A$390

SHORT STAYS 
NEPAL IS A COUNTRY OF GREAT DIVERSITY AND IS A FANTASTIC ‘SIDE DISH’ WHEN COMBINED WITH INDIA. CHOOSE FROM 
A RANGE OF TREKS OR MORE LEISURELY TOURING OPTIONS. JUST LET US KNOW WHAT INTERESTS YOU AND WE CAN 
TAILOR MAKE IT FOR YOU. SEE OUR NEPAL BROCHURE FOR MANY MORE SUGGESTIONS AND INFORMATION.

NEP
AL

HIGHLIGHTS OF NEPAL  

INCLUSIONS: AIRPORT TRANSFERS, ALL TRANSPORT,  ALL ACCOMMODATION, SIGHTSEEING, NATIONAL 
PARK FEES, WILDLIFE SAFARIS, TOUR LEADER.

THE DIVERSITY OF THE HIMALAYAN REGION OFFERS ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES 
TO EXPLORE THE WORLD’S HIGHEST MOUNTAINS, JUNGLES, STUNNING 
ARCHITECTURE AND PEOPLES. WE HAVE PUT TOGETHER THREE JOURNEYS OF 
DISCOVERY THAT YOU CAN ENJOY ALONE OR IN COMBINATION WITH EACH OTHER. 

A GREAT JOURNEY THROUGH SCENIC AND CULTURAL NEPAL SHOWCASING 
THE DIVERSITY OF THE COUNTRY AS YOU EXPLORE MYSTICAL KATHMANDU, 
THE MOUNTAINS, LAKES AND JUNGLES OF THE HIMALAYA.

8 DAYS

HIMALAYAN 
JOURNEYS

DAY 1. Arrive in Kathmandu where you 
are met at the airport and transferred to 
your hotel. 

DAY 2. In the early morning you have 
the option of a scenic mountain flight 
to Mount Everest. The day will then be 
spent exploring Kathmandu with visits 
to Pashupatinath Temple, one of the 
holiest Hindu temples dedicated to 
Lord Shiva on the banks of the sacred 
Bagmati River, and Boudhnath Stupa: 
the biggest Buddhist monuments in 
Nepal and home to many Tibetans in 
the valley. (B)

DAYS 3–7. Fly to Pokhara with 
magnificent views of the Himalayan 
range, and the 8000 metre peaks of 
Manaslu and Annapurna seen to the 

north. You explore the monasteries, 
temples and museums of Pokhara as 
well as enjoying Phewa Tal (lake) by 
boat where the Himalayan giants of  
Machhapuchhre and Annapurna can 
be seen reflected on the water of the 
lake. From colourful Pokhara you drive 
to the Chitwan National Park to enjoy 
guided jungle adventures, an elephant 
safari and dugout canoe ride in search 
of exotic wildlife to view rhino, deer, 
crocodile and if you are lucky tiger. The 
park is one of Asia’s premier reserves 
and is a designated UNESCO World 
Heritage Park. From the tranquillity of 
the forest you return to the charming 
chaos Kathmandu.(B)

DAY 8. Trip ends after breakfast.(B)

∙	 SPECTACULAR	EVEREST	SCENIC	FLIGHT
∙	 POKHARA	LAKESIDE	&	ANNAPURNA	RANGE
∙	 CHITWAN	NATIONAL	PARK	ELEPHANT	SAFARI	

EASY

MID SEP – MID MAY

PRICES FROM [PER PERSON] 
2 PAX 3 PAX 4 PAX 
A$2,080 A$2,060 A$2,030

OPTIONAL: EVEREST SCENIC FLIGHT USD180  
(PAID FOR IN USD IN NEPAL)

HIGHLIGHTS OF NORTH INDIA 
A UNIQUE JOURNEY THROUGH NORTHERN INDIA EXPLORING THE CLASSIC TAJ MAHAL 
AND JAIPUR AND VENTURING OFF THE BEATEN TRACK TO THE PALACE OF KARAULI. 

8 DAYS

DAY 1. Arrive in Delhi where you are met at 
the airport and escorted to your hotel. The 
rest of the day is free to relax.  

DAYS 2–7. Your journey through Northern 
India and Rajasthan showcases the 
fascinating rural, historical and architectural 
highlights and daily life in India through its 
glorious past and present. This truly diverse 
journey starts with the mesmerising beauty 
of the Taj Mahal and Agra Fort in the city 
of Agra. Here you have both afternoon 
and morning visits to witness the beauty 
of the light from different directions. Visit 
the deserted city of Fatehpur Sikri and the 
Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary before going off 

the beaten track to relive the splendour of 
bygone days in Rajasthan to stay in the 
Palace of Karauli. Here you explore the village 
by camel cart visiting the impressive frescos 
and the bustling bazar. Rajasthan is a land of 
glorious citadels, forts and opulent palaces. 
Jaipur has them all and you will visit the City 
Palace, Jantar Mantar, Hawa Mahal & Amer 
Fort. Enjoy an optional evening elephant ride 
into the forest at Dera Amber and dine at a 
romantic setting while folk dancers regale 
you in truly Rajasthani style. From glorious 
Rajasthan you head back to Delhi. (B)

DAY 8. Transfer to airport. (B)

∙	 THE	INCOMPARABLE	TAJ	MAHAL
∙	 PALACES	AND	FORTS	OF	

RAJASTHAN
∙	 RURAL	ADVENTURE	&	

BHARATPUR BIRD SANCTUARY

EASY

MID SEP – LATE APR

PRICES FROM [PER PERSON] 
2 PAX 3 PAX 4 PAX 
A$2,030 A$1,810 A$1,670INCLUSIONS: AIRPORT TRANSFERS, ALL TRANSPORT, ALL ACCOMMODATION ON B&B BASIS, SIGHTSEEING, LOCAL GUIDE
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DAY 1. Arrive in Kathmandu. Met at the airport 
and transferred to your hotel.

DAY 2. Kathmandu sightseeing. (B)

DAY 3. Today you will be led on a tour of the 
city. Get acquainted with the banks of the 
sacred Bagmati River and Boudhnath Stupa: 
the biggest Buddhist monument in Nepal and 
home to many Tibetans in the valley.

DAYS 4–18. By trekking though both of the 
major valleys in the Everest region you can fully 
appreciate the spectacular glacial lakes, high 
alpine rises and breathtaking mountain views 
of the Everest region in the company of the 
famous Sherpa peoples. 

Begin your adventure with a dramatic mountain 
flight to Lukla. We then trek up the Dudh Kosi 
valley to Namche Bazaar and be rewarded 
with your first views of Everest. The trail to 
Gokyo makes a gradual ascent through the 
major villages of Kunde and Khumjung brfore 
crossing the Mongla ridge and passing the yak 
grazing settlements of Dole and Machhermo 
enroute to to the turquoise blue lakes at 
Gokyo. To control the acclimatisation you will 
have shorter walking days on this section of 
the trek so you can really take your time to 
enjoy the magnificent views of the Ngozumpa 

glacier and the 8,000-metre peaks of  Everest, 
Lhotse, Makalu and Cho Oyu. From Gokyo 
you descend via the villages of Phortse and 
Pangboche under the shadow of Ama Dablam 
where you rejoin the main trail to Everest Base 
Camp. Your journey continues after exploring 
the Imja Valley at Dingboche as you ascend to 
Lobuje and Gorak Shep.From here you take the 
two excursions to Everest Base Camp where 
you may be lucky enough to view climbers 
on the mountain and then the ascent of Kala 
Patar for another all encompassing view of the 
magnicent peaks of the Everest region. On your 
return you visit Thyangboche Monastery before 
passing through Namche Bazaar and back to 
Lukla airstrip.

DAY 19. You leave the homeland of the Sherpas 
and fly back to Kathmandu. 

DAY 20. Your trip ends after breakfast. (B)

THERE ARE ALWAYS TWO SIDES TO A STORY – SO WHY NOT SEE BOTH ON THIS 
EXTRAORDINARILY SCENIC TREK. BE IN AWE GAZING AT THE PANORAMIC EVEREST VIEWS 
FROM THE SUMMITS OF KALA PATAR AND GOKYO PEAK WHILE EXPLORING THE KHUMBU 
REGION IN DEPTH.

EVEREST BASE CAMP & THE GOKYO LAKES

ITINERARY

INCLUSIONS: AIRPORT TRANSFERS, ALL 
TRANSPORT INCLUDING INTERNAL FLIGHTS,  
ALL ACCOMMODATION, SIGHTSEEING, 
NATIONAL PARK FEES, TREK LEADER, GUIDES 
AND PORTERS ON TREK, USE OF PERSONAL 
TREK EQUIPMENT (SLEEPING BAG, DUVET 
JACKET, SLEEPING SHEET, KIT BAG), MEDICAL 
KIT, PORTABLE ALTITUDE CHAMBER.

20 DAYS EX KATHMANDU
16 DAYS LODGE BASED TREKKING

∙	 EVEREST	FROM	TWO	SIDES	
- KALA PATAR & GOKYO

∙	 THE	TURQUOISE	BLUE	
LAKES OF GOKYO VALLEY

∙	 EXPLORE	THE	HOMELAND	
OF THE FAMOUS SHERPAS

CHALLENGING  

DAILY FROM: 
MID SEP – MID MAY

PRICES FROM [PER PERSON]

2 PAX 3 PAX 4 PAX
A$2,500 A$2,320 A$2,190

INTERNAL FLIGHTS INCLUDED

DAY 1. Arrive in Kathmandu where you 
are met at the airport for transfer to your 
hotel. 

DAY 2. Today enjoy a guided tour of 
the city. Visit the banks of the sacred 
Bagmati River and Boudhnath Stupa: 
the biggest Buddhist monument in 
Nepal and home to many Tibetans in 
the valley.(B)

DAYS 3-7. Fly from Kathmandu to 
Pokhara from where you drive to the 
start of the trek at Kymchi. Over the 
next week you ascend through beautiful 
forest, picturesque valleys, friendly 
villages and extraordinary mountain 
views. The trail heads through the 
Guriung village of Ghandruk before 
entering a forest trail to Tadapani 
offering super views of Annapurna 
South, Huinchuli and the ‘Fishtail Peak’ 
of Machhapuchhare. You continue 
through forest to Deorali where you 
climb above the tree line on open 
alpine ridges to Ghorepani. From here, 

an early morning sunrise excursion to 
Poon Hill above your lodge provides 
one of the most spectacular panoramas 
in Nepal. A sea of peaks lines the 
horizon, the Dhaulagiri Himal, the 
Annapurna range, and the magnificent 
peaks of Manaslu - a stunning vista 
encompassing three mountains over 
the magic 8,000 metre mark. From 
Ghorepani it’s downhill all the way 
following the old trading route from Tibet 
to the village of Ulleri.

DAYS 8-9. From Ulleri take a steep 
descent to the valley and finish the trek 
at Birethanti from where you transfer 
by bus to Pokhara. Here you have two 
nights to relax or explore the town close 
to the shores of Lake Phewa. 

DAY 10. Fly back to Kathmandu.

DAY 11. Your trip ends in Kathmandu 
after breakfast.(B)

THE ANNAPURNA REGION IS THE BEST AREA FOR INTRODUCTORY TREKKING. 
THIS TREK HIGHLIGHTS THE SCENIC AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY OF NEPAL WHILE 
WALKING ON WELL DEFINED TRAILS THROUGH FORESTS AND VILLAGES WITH 
STUNNING MOUNTAIN VIEWS, ESPECIALLY FROM THE SUMMIT OF POON HILL 
ABOVE THE VILLAGE OF GHOREPANI. 

ANNAPURNA GHOREPANI

ITINERARY

INCLUSIONS: AIRPORT TRANSFERS, ALL TRANSPORT INCLUDING INTERNAL FLIGHTS, ALL ACCOMMODATION, 
SIGHTSEEING, NATIONAL PARK FEES, TREK LEADER, GUIDES ON TREK, PORTERAGE ON TREK, USE OF PERSONAL 
TREK EQUIPMENT (SLEEPING BAG, DUVET JACKET, SLEEPING SHEET, KIT BAG), MEDICAL KIT. NOTE: NO MEALS 
ON TREK - SEE PAGE 12        

11 DAYS EX KATHMANDU
6 DAYS LODGE BASED TREKKING

∙	 OUR	EASIEST	LODGE	TREK	
IN THE HEART OF THE 
ANNAPURNA RANGE

∙	 BEAUTIFUL	
RHODODENDRON FOREST 
BLOOM IN SPRING

∙	 WORLD	FAMOUS	
HIMALAYAN PANORAMA 
FROM POON HILL

MODERATE

MID SEP – MID MAY

PRICES FROM [PER PERSON] 
2 PAX 3 PAX 4 PAX 
A$1,790 A$1,660 A$1,570

INTERNAL FLIGHTS INCLUDED
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THE FORWARD MENU
More journeys to savour

FORWARDTRAVEL.COM.AU

Our journeys to India and Sri Lanka are just some of the 
many fabulous dishes on the Forward Travel menu. Here are 
some other delicious destinations to tantalise your ‘travel buds’. Talk to 
us today about expertly planning you another exciting journey to savour.

FORWARDTRAVEL.COM.AU 1
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2016

CANADIAN ARCTIC  ∙  NORWEGIAN ARCTIC ∙ EXPEDITION CRUISING ∙ CANADA ∙ NORWAY ∙ ICELAND
THE ARCTIC
Journeys to savour

FORWARDTRAVEL.COM.AU 1

W

2016/17

AMAZON  ∙  ANDES  ∙ COLONIAL CITIES ∙ TRADITIONAL HACIENDAS ∙ GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
ECUADOR & THE GALAPAGOS
Journeys to savour

FORWARDTRAVEL.COM.AU 12015-17

NEPAL ∙ INDIA ∙ TIBET ∙ BHUTAN
NEPAL AND HIMALAYAS
Journeys to savour

FORWARDTRAVEL.COM.AU 12016/17

ANTARCTICA  ∙  SOUTH GEORGIA  ∙  FALKLAND ISLANDS  ∙  WEDDELL SEA  ∙  AND PATAGONIA
ANTARCTICA
Journeys to savour


